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Proposed Amendment 
forPiscnMion Purpoaes Only 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

/» re Patent Application of: Docket No.; 08160002US (5029621 - 

0015) 

Eugene Rider, et. al. 
Serial No.: 10/757,578 Group Art Unit: 3691 

Confinnation No. : 4543 

Filed: Januaiy 15, 2004 Examiner: Bijendra K. Shiestha 

For: KNOWLEDGE PORTAL FOR EVALUATING PRODUCT ATTRACTIVENESS 
AND RISK 

Mail Stop: Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

SUPPLEMENTARY PROPOSED CLAIM AMENDMENTS 

Sir: 

The following is a proposed Amendment solely for the Examiner's review for 
potentially achieving allowance of the pending claims by way of an Examiner 
Amendment. 

If any fee, including an extension of time, is required to maintain this application 
pending, then such fee may be are authorized to be charge (or overcharges reflinded) to 
Deposit Account No. 23-195 1 . 
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Eugene Rider, et al. 
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PROPOSED AME NDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Please CANCEL claims 1-16, 42, 36 and 37; and AMEND claims 17, 1 8, 35 and 
43 as shofwn below. The following is a complete list of all claims in this application. 

Claims 1-16 (cancelled) 

17. (currently amended) A computer-implemented method for 

assessing product risk comprising the steps of: 

providing predetermined attractiveness scores associated with one or 
more product attributes and one or more age brackets for aproduct, wherein Ihe 
providing occurs prior to a market introduction of the product; 



prompting for feedback relating to each of the one or more product 



attributes; 



prpmpting for mitiKation feedback; 



generating a c omposite attractiveness score and a composite 



mitigation score based on the feedback; 



generatiny a composite product score based on a difference between 




less score and the composite mitigation score for an 



group: 



computing at least one product score for the one or more product 



attributes based on the predetermined attribute scores and the feedback; and 
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outputting the at least one product score and the compoate prodact 



score to be used at least in iHtrt to change a design criteria of die product. 



are perfoimed by a computer. 

1 8. (currently amended) The meitiiod of cUum 17, further comprising 
the [[steps]] stge of: 



generating at least one mitigation score based on \be mitigation 
feedback, wherein the mitigation score provides a mitigation to the at least one 
product score. 

1 9. (original) The metiiod of claim 1 8, wherein the mitigation 
feedback relates to at least one of a caregiver perception, a user perception, a value, 
and a labeling ^fecdveness. 

20. (original) The method of claim 18, further comprising the steps of: 
generating a composite mitigation score associated with one or more 

age brackets and based on the at least one mitigation score; 

generating a composite attractiveness score based on the one or more 
age brackets and based on the at least one attractiveness score; and 



vkiierein tiie providing, prompting, computuig and outputting steps 
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generating a composite prodiict score based on the composite 
attractiveness score and liie composite mitigation score, ^er^ tfae composite 
mitigation score offsets the composite atbactivenBSS score. 

21 . (original) The method of claim 20, wherein the composite product 
score is indicative of ri^ level for a certain age group usii^ a certain product. 

22. (orii^nal) The melhod of claim 18, wherein the mitigation score is 
color coded. 

23 . (oiigiinal) The method of claim 17, v<^ein Ihe one or more product 
attributes include at least one of a sensory attribute, a physical attribute, and a 
cognitive attribute. 

24. (original) The method of claim 23, wherein the sensory attribute 
includes at least one of a image attribute, a color attribute, a texture attribute, a 
movement attribute, a light attribute, a sound attribute, a smcU attribute, and a taste 
attribute, and wherein the cognitive attribute includes at least one of a diallenge 
attribute and an infhientiai attribute. 

25. (original) The method of claim 24, wherein the image attribute 
includes at least one of a no fece, a simple outline of a fece, a representation of a 
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human face, a representation of a recognizable character, a representation of a 
generic character, a recognizable object, and an abstract recognizable image. 

26. (original) The method of claim 24, wherein, the color attribute 
includes at least one of a non-primary/neutral color, a primary/bright color, a black 
and white color, multiple contrasting colors, and a shiny/reflective color. 

27. (original) The method of claim 24, wherein, the challenge attribute 
includes at least one of opportunity for intellectual challenge and no opportunity for 
intellectual challenge. 

28. (orig^) The method ofclaim 23, wherein the physical attribute 
inchjdes at least one of no pfay^cal opportunity, encouragmg gross motor skills, 
encouraging inctividual fine motor skills, and interactive j^ysica! activi^ attribute. 

29. (original) The method of cltum 17, fiirfher compriang the steps of: 

providing one or more predetermined exploration scores 
having one or more exploration attributes and one or more age bradcets; 

prompting for fixdback relating to one or more exploration 
questions, each of die one or more exploration questions having an associated one 
of the one or more predetermined exploration scores; and 

generating an exploration sununaiy score based on 
affirmatively answered questions of the feedback and conesponding associated one 
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or more predetermined exploration scoks associated with the afSrmatively 
answered questions, tiie e)q)loralion summary having the one or more exploration 
attributes and the one or more age brackets, 

wherein the exploration summary is mdicative of behavior 
preferences by the one or more age brackets and the one or more exploration 
attributes. 

30. (ofis^nal) The method of claim 29, wherein the one or more 
exploration attributes include at least one of a mouthing object, an altenmting 
mouthing and looking object, a rotatii^ object, a first insertion attribute, a second 
insertion attribute^ a transieiiiiig hand to hand attribute, a banging objects attribute, 
a dropping objects attribute, a throwing objects attribute, a combining objects, a 
using appropriately attribute, a representational play attribute, a using imaginatively 
object attribute, and a testing the limits attribute. 

3 1 . (previously presented) A computer-tmplemented.method for 
assessing product risk comprising the steps of: 

providing predetermined attractiveness scores associated with one or 
more product attributes and one or more age brackets for a product, wherein the 
providing predetermuied attractiveness scores occurs prior to a market introduction 
of the product; 

providing predetermined mitigation scores associated with one or 
more mitigation categories and the one or more age brackets; 
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generating a composite attractiveness score and a composite 
mitigation score based on feedback; and 

generating a composite product score based on a dififeience between 
die compo^te attractiveness score and the composite midgHlion score for an age 
group» 

wherein each of the providii^ and generating steps execute on a 
computer platform. 

32. (original) The method of claim 3 1 , wherein the composite product 
score is indicative of at least one of behavioral attractiveness and risk. 

33 . (original) The method of claim 3 1 , forther comprising the steps of: 
providing one or more predetermined exploration scores having one 

or more exploration attributes and one or more age brackets; 

pronq)ting for feedback relating to one or more exploration 
questions, each of the one or more exploration qu^ons havii^ an associated one 
of &e one or more predetermined exploration scores; and 

generating an exploration summary score based on af&matively 
answered exploration questions using Ifae one or more predetermined exploration 
scores associated with 'flie afTmnatively answered questions, . 

wherein the exploration sunomary is indicative of behavior 
preferences by the one or more age brackets and the one or more exploration 
attributes. 

-.7- 
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34. (original) The mefliodofclaim 31, wherein Ihe one or more product 
attributes include at [east one of a sensory attribute, a physicai attribute* and a 
cognitive attribute and the one or more mitigation categodes includes at least one of 
a caregiver perception, a user perception, a value, and a labeling e£fectiveiiess. 

35. (currently amended) A system for assessing product attractiveness 
and risk, comprising: 

a first component embodied in a storage medium to provide 
predetermined attractiveness scores associated with one or more product attributes 
and one or more age brackets for a product, wberein the first component provides 
predetermined attractiveness scores prior to a market introduction of the product; 

a second component embodied in a storage medium to 
prompt for feedback relating to each the one or more product atbibutes: and 

a third component embodied in a storage inedium to coinputB 
a product attractiveness score for the one or more product attributes based on the 
predetermined attribute scores and fte feedback. 

a fourth component embodied in a storage medium to prompt 
for mitigation feedback: and 

a fifth con^ponent embodied in a storage medium to generate 
m^tigrtipn sppre based on the mitigation fggdbflgfc aB4 
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a sixtii component embodied in a storage medium to generate 
and output a compoate product score based om a difference between &e 
ffftr^W^^iveness score and the mitiBation 

36-37, (cancelled) 

38. (original) The system of claim 35, wherein Ihe composite product 
score is indicative of risk level. 

39. (original) The system of claim 35, wherein the mitigation score and 
attractiveness score are color coded. 

40. (original) The system of claim 35, fiirflwr comprising: 

a means for providing one or more predeteiminBd exploration 
scores havmg one or more exploration attribules and one or more age brackets; 

a means for prompiing for feedback relating to one or more 
exploration questions, each of tiie one or more exploration questions havii^ an 
associated one of the one or more predetermined exploration scores; 

a means for geneiating an exploiation sumtnaiy score based 
on afEirmatively answered questions of ^ feedback and corresponding associated 
one or more predetennined exploration scorra associated with the positively 
answered questions, the exploration sununaiy having the one or more exploration 
attributes and the one or more age bracked, 
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v^iierein the exploration summary is indicative of behavior 
preferences by the one or more age brackets and the one or more exploration 
attributes. 

41 . (original) The sy^m of claim 40, vrfierein the one or more 
exploration attributes include at least one of a moutiiing object, an altematii^ 
mouthmg and looking object, a rotating object, a insertion (body into object) 
attribute, a insertion (object into body) attribute, a transfinrring hand to hand 
attribute, a banging objects attiibute, a dropping objects attribute, a Growing 
objects attribute, a combining objects, a using a])propriately attribute, a 
representational play attiibute, a using imaginatively object attribute, and a testing 
the limits attribute. 

42. (cancelled) 

43. (currently amended ) The method of daim 17. wherein tiie piovi<&ig 
step occurs during pFediiet<iesign of the product. 

44. (pte^dously presented) The method of claim 31, wherein the 
providing predetermined attractiveness scores step occurs during design of the 
product. 
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45, (previously presented) The method of claim 35, wherein the 
providing predetermined attractiveness scores step occurs during design of tiie 
product. 
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REMARKS 

The proposed above amendments to fhe claims would cancel the previously 
vntiidtawn claims as identified libove, sod amend claims 17 and 18, and claims 3S, 
36 and 37 in accordance with a conversation with Examiner Bijendra K. Shrestfaa 
on April 7, 2010 and April 9, 2010, who identified probable subject matter that 
likely place the pending claims in condition for inmiediate allowance. Claim 1 7 has 
been amended to incorporate certain subject matter from claims 18 and 3 1 into 
independent claim 1 7. Claim 1 8 has been amended accordingly. Claim 35 has been 
amended to include the subject matter of claims 36 and 37 to achieve allowance. 
Claims 36 and 37 being cancelled without prejudice or disclaimer. The amendments 
are self-stipporting as the subject matter was previously present in tiie claims, as 
originally filed. An Examiner amendment is proposed to achieve allowance of the 
pending claims. Claim 43 is proposed to be amended to better specify the claimed 
invention. 
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If further discussion is deemed necessary by the Examiner, a call to the 
undersigned is welcomed at iSoR number below. Applicant requests reconsideration 
and requests immediate allowance of all the proposed pending claims. 



Date: April 9, 2010 
McGuireWoods LLP 
1 750 Tysons Boulevard 
Suite 1800 

McLean, Virginia 22102-421 5 
Tel: 434.980.2229 
Fax: 703.712.5194 
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